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All power is within you; | b

You can do anything and everything.
Believe in that;

Do not believe that you are weak.
Stand up and express

W theldivinity within you.

- Swami Vivekananda
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Commemorating 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita




Contents

Messages

From Hon'ble Governor of
West Bengal

From Revered President of
Ramakrishna Math &
Ramakrishna Mission

From the President’s Desk
From the Secretary’s Desk
Brief Report, 2016-17
Drawings
Organisation brief
Governing Body, 2016-17

Acknowledgment &
Special Thanks

A T 8 A Fpig T 2fow

AR el

EILIRRIRIDR

A sz gics el fafmel
T e

REE e
F (o

‘India” Behind India Expressing Itself
Swami Satyamayananda

The Mild Hindu
Swami Narasimhananda

g ke @ W
TS spefietiem

& Wi AfF-gani- sfoa-feafre!
(56 i)
F AoV

NISER]
T e

&43%

e Mrrels Geat ¢ seaiee F2
A SN

Nivedita-A spectacular rainbow
Dr. T. G. K. Murty

ofeil [eafrel ¢ wig eigfacame
RSO RGIRIBIE

ufo 7y
e M
Comparison Between

Hinduism and Ancient Greek Religion
Reeta Bandyopadhyay

ooy
ERIACI K]

Ffel

L]
ol 98 T

QRIS
S A1y

Advertisements




This life is short, the vanities of the world are transient,
but they alone live who live for others, the rest are more dead than alive.

~ Swami Vivekananda



Telephone MNo. : 2200-1641 Additional Chief Secretary to

Fax No. P 2200-2444 the Gowvernor, West Benaal.
Raj Bhavan, Kolkata-700 062
e-mail — secy-gov-whi@nic.in
No. LELY)- & Daled:ﬂ,ﬁ}?“-}

Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi, Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal

is glad to learn that Amader Arpan is bringing out 7" edition of its

magazing “ABHIH™ in Septemiber, 2017,

The Governor extends his felicitations and best wishes to all
those associated with the organization and congratulates them on the
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Satish Chandra Tewary

shri Tapas Saha,
President,

Amader Arpan,
206, Purbalol:,

P.0. — Mukundapur,
E.M. By-Pass,
Kalkata — 700 (59
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MESSAGE

I am glad o learn that Amader Arpan is going to publish the 7"
volume of cheir magazine - "ABHIH".

The central note of Vedanta is fearlessness, Swami Vivekananda says,
“ArTRIT ST e & (T2 — “The Vedanta proclaims by beat
of druns, "Be featless™ The fearlessness that Vedanta speales of is born of
strength, When we begin to assert the strength of the Atman {S::lfjl in all
situations of life, fearlessness begins to manifest within us and with that
supreme strength, we cut asunder the fetters of this world.

May by the grace of Bhagavan Sti Ramakrishna Deva, Holy Mother
511 Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda the pubhication of the Souvenir be
a grand success!

I convey my good wishes to all,

£
.»:‘e.djm._.-u-_ﬂ-u- — e {q_

-

Belur Math {Swarmi Smaranananda)
157 August, 2o07 Preadent



From the President’s Desk

I'would first of all, like to take this opportunity to thank all our members, our students, teachers of
our coaching centers and our well wishers for the efforts that they have collectively put in this
year, for realization of our initiatives, taken towards the betterment of the society. The kind Lord
has been giving us opportunities to selflessly serve the deprived people of the society and by His
grace we have devoted ourselves for their service through the medium - “Amader Arpan’. On the
process of doing so, we are also benefitting ourselves - our inner Self - our real Self.

‘Service to Man is Service to God’ - is what Swami Vivekananda has said, and this is what has
touched our hearts. We, the members of “Amader Arpan’ are fortunate enough to get this
opportunity of serving others.

It has been a year and we have tried our best to reach out to people who are in real need of
attention. This year one of our higher education students Rohit has obtained 97% marks in H.S.
Examination, he Ranked 5th in West Bengal, another student Souvik has obtained 92% marks in
the H.S. Examination.

It is my perception that most of the people around us are sensitive to the problems faced by the
deprived section of the society. However, at the end of the day few people come forward, to
extend their helping hand. On the contrary, if each one of us are determined to come forward,
however small way it may be, then the net output of such initiatives would definitely change the
whole scenario. Thusitis my earnest request to the well established of our society to broaden their
vision and set up their minds for these deprived people, in any form and any extent possible. lam
sure, in this process they all will be benefitted following Newton’s 3rd law of motion.

I think it’s quiet imperative to bring to light the fact that in spite of efforts from different corners
towards the people in need, we have a very long way to go. The Government has also come up
with schemes and plans for the underprivileged, but we have seen in most cases that these help
does not always timely reach the people for whom those are intended (for many reasons). So
instead of criticizing and wasting time, let us do our bit, by donating, volunteering the corporate
Social Responsibility initiatives, forming NGOs or by any best possible means.

As always, we would welcome better ideas and solutions from our well-wishers and welcome
any individual who is ready to do that extra bit in making this society a better place to live. As
Swamiji said, “God is presentin every Jiva, ....Service to Man is Service to God”.

This being the 7th volume of publication of our annual magazine “ABHIH’, I would like to thank
some of the revered Monks of Ramakrishna Mission for their invaluable inputs in this magazine
in the form of writings and ideas. I would also like to thank our guest writers and members for
their thoughts being expressed in the form of essays and poems.

- Tapas Saha



From the Secretary’s Desk

I offer my sincere prayers at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Thakur Ramakrishna, Ma Sarada and
Sri Sri Swamiji for their constant blessings upon us. It is a pride & pleasure for us on the
occasion of publication of the Seventh Edition of our annual magazine “ABHIH". I
convey my good wishes to our all members, volunteers & well-wishers who extended
their hands to make the society for better place to living.

The journey of Amader Arpan towards social development started in the year 2008,
when a group of enthusiastic youth inspired by the Holy Trio-Sri Sri Thakur, Sri Sri Maa
& Sri Sri Swamiji, felt a strong sense of responsibility to do something for the society.
Since beginning, we wanted to bring positive changes, impart a quality education &
disciple to the potentially gifted under privileged students. We have been successfully in
setting up 3 coaching center for the education support to 100 students. Also 15 higher
education students (Class XI to Ph.D., engineering etc.) For financial & other required
support throughout the year across West Bengal.

We organize blood donation & medical camps every year. We are blessed to extend our
support to Ramakrishna Math & Mission, Bharat Sevashram & other such kind of
organizations in an emergency situation.

We sincerely acknowledge the whole hearted efforts and contribution made by the
members, constant support of well-wishers and different organizations. We express our
humble gratitude and best regards to the advertisement donors, magazine publisher and
all the support staff for their active support throughout the year.

“Wherever there has been expansion in love or progress in
well-being, of individuals or numbers, it has been through the
perception, realization, and the practicalisation of the Eternal
Truth-the oneness of all beings”.

Swami Vivekananda

- Maloy Dey
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SOUL ETERNAL

The person who was closely associated with us has

unexpectedly left this mortal world forever and will

never be with us anymore!

With heartfelt condolence, we earnestly pray to God to
grant eternal peace to this departed soul and the
strength to his family to bear the shock and rise out of

the trauma to fulfil all his unfulfilled dreams.

Late Dr. Samir Kumar Ray

Bengal Ambuja Housing Complex
Flat - UD 090701
1050/1, Survey Park, Kolkata 700 075
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A BRIEF REPORT
OF THE ACTIVITIES OF AMADER ARPAN
IN THE LAST ONE YEAR - APRIL16 to MARCH17

SPONSORING HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENTS

Amader Arpan has taken every care to guide the following needy but talented students

of the society in all possible ways including financial assistance in order to make their
dreams fulfilled against all odds.

Amader Arpan has been sponsoring the following students:

Current Students
Name Year of Current
with Association Previous education & Education R K
Photograph with Back-ground from School/ CINATLS
rap Amader Arpan College
Krishnendu
Majhi
91% & 89% marks
G, ot obtained in Madhyamik & | M.Sc. gl
ev\llrgpur, Aft H.S Exam. respectively. (Chemistry KriA ,ur
——— ler' B.Sc. completed from Hons.) L g; e
EompSane R.K. Mission, - 3rd Semester &
Secondary 5 the JAM exam
d : Narendrapur. in IIT, (All India
e Father is a daily wage Kharagpur Rank109)
agricultural labourer.
Malay Naskar
Kulpi, South
2411 I?a:;ga(;ll;s 85% & 81% marks Selected
o 2014 obtained in Madhyamik & M.Sc. Qi Kahpiit
# After completing BT e seLively. (CI_Illerm;try after ,clearing
ons.) -
Ist year exam. I cornpl.etgd the JAM exam
y from R.K. Mission 3rd Semester i
of B.Sc. Narénarapur. ; in (All India
Father is a farmer II'T, Kanpur/fsan228)
Gouranga Naskar
Kultali, South
24 Parganas, 2016 B.Sc. completed from M.Sc.
WB. After completing R.K. Mission, (Chemistry Selected in
BISeN G om Narendrapur after Hons.) - IIT, Chennai
R K Mission completing Madhyamik | 3rd Semester | after clearing
X I\.Iar.en drapur’ & H.S Exam. in the JAM exam
" Father is a farmer IIT, Chennai
ol -
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Name Year of Current
e Association Previous education & Education
Photosraph with Back-ground from School/
grap Amader Arpan College
Nabanita
Mahato
R, e 92% & 89% marks Bag
After completing ; g ] (Physics Hons)
Kolkata 3 obtained in Madhyamik
Madhyamik r 3rd Semester
& H.S Exam. respectively. r
Exam. ] 1 in Asutosh
Father is working
from Khanpur ) 7 L College,
. . 1n a private organization
gl S0 on contract basis Blastp,
School Kolkata
BaLERSGED 96.85% & 97% marks
Asansol, 2015 obtained in Madhyamik & | g e in | Ranked 6th
Burdwan, W.B. | After completing | H.S.Exam. respectively Co mpu.t or |10 West Bengal
Madhyamik from Asansol Eastern Science & | it Madhyamik
Exam. from Rly Boys High School. Technology Exam. &
Asansol Eastern Father is working as at ITEST 5th in Higher
Rly Boys an attendant of Shibpu r, Secondary
High School a private Doctor Examination.
at Asansol.
Subhajit De B :
Rajpur, South 2015 \ 99.8 /o.& 77% marks
24 Pgns,W.B. After complgtmg obtained in Madhyarmk & B.Sc.
Madhyamik H.S. Exam. Respectively (Geology
Exam.from from Habibullah Memorial Hons.)
Mansur School, Kolkata. 1st Semester
Habibullah Mother is working as in Andrews
Memorial an attendant of College
School, Kolkata | a private Nursing home.
Souvik
Karmakar 94% & 92% marks B.Tech
Baruipur, obtained in Madhyamik ( Corad
South 24 2015 & H.S. Exam. Re_spectively Hiriaeatn)
Parganas, W.B. | After completing i FL I 1st Semester in
Sl L e Government
Exam.from South 24 Parganas. Gl
= Baruipur High His father is working e Sy
- School asa suﬁgﬁr f(())t; gledlcal Cakil
M medical company deciiaoey
Pronab Halder
i 2015 84.2% & 82% marks B.Sc
Parganas, W.B. | AAfter completing | obtained in Madhyamik (@l
- Madhyamik | & H.S. Exam. Respectively s
Exam. from from Krishna Chandrapur | | comester
Sy High School, in Raidighi
Chandrapur South 24 Parganas. Cotlend
High School Father works in a NGO
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Name Year of Current
with Association Previous education & Education
Photosraph with Back-ground from School/
grap Amader Arpan College
9 | Vidit Sarkar
Tribeni, 2017 93.8% marks obtained B.Tech. in
Hooghl A in H.S. Exam. from Computer
80 | After completing .
H.S. Exam Hooghly Branch Science
fro;n. Krishﬁa (Govt.) School. & Technology
T Mother runs a private | at Engineering
Hich Sch%ol tuition for the children of College,
& jute mill workers. Jadavpur
10 | Arambhik Nathr
N. N. Ghosh Lane, B.Sc.
Kolkata - 40 2017 91.21‘? énzrks obtfained in (Chemistry
After completing dh ) P X;‘r];l' rosmh | Hons.)
H.S. Exam.from To I\/F u; 3 ﬁys clf OL1" 1st Semester
Jodhpur Park hot er stitc es;is{lt -
E Boys’ School. Sl sevgmghmac s Jadavpur
at her home. University
11 | Soumyadeep Roy
1, Jodhpur Colony 2017 85% marks obtained in
Kolkata-700045 | A ey Conipleht Madhyamik ,frorn
’ Jodpur Park Boy’s School, )
Madhyamik e H.S. (Science)
JEgim' frlg)mk Father earns a living ggdiusrclilfcl)(l
- BO ,plslrh arl running a stall, which sells /.
- O}I’s lkc e exercise books &
ﬁ? punt other stationery items.
12 | Archisman Giri
Shibnagar Abad, 2017
Namkhana, |After completing h .
South24Pgs | Madhyamik | oo marks optained
fobe s in Madhyamik from
il Akshaynagar Kumar H.S.
s I}\’Iari i Narayan Madhyamik (Science)
Madh ami}1’< Sikshayatan, Namkhana.
Sikshazla ta Father is a farmer
Nambkhana
13 |Manisha Mahato
Mot Ut 2017 91% marks obtained in
Kolkata - 700084 | After completing Madhyamik from H.S
Madhyamik Khanpur Gitls Sci o
; (Science) -
Exam. from High School. :
i Khanpur Girls
Khanpur Father works in a HishiSas]
Girls High ivat izati R AR
g private organization
School on contract basis.

¢
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Passed out Students

Year of Education
Association with Completed & Passed Out from
Amader Arpan Current Status
1 | Rupam Bhattacharya 2012 Completed Electrical Silchar
Dibrugar, Assam After Completing Engineering. National Institute of
H.S. Exam Technology (NIT)

2 | Anjan Chatterjee 2011 Completed Madhyamgram,

North 24 Parganas After completing B.Tech (E & C) North 24 Parganas
H.S. Exam.

3 | Mitali Biswas 2011 Completed B.A. Barasat Govt.

North 24 Parganas After completing (English Hons.) College
H.S. Exam. in the year 2014 North 24 Parganas

4 | Satabdi Rana 2012 Completed B.A. Binpur,

Midnapur After completing (Philosophy Hons.) Midnapur
H.S. Exam.

5 | Shipra Mahata 2013 Completed B.A. JK. College,

Purulia After completing (English, Hons) Purulia, 2012
H.S. Exam
7 | Ujjal Saren 2011 Completed B.Sc. and B.Sc. from
Raipur, Bankura After completing M.Sc. (Physics, Hons) | Jadavpur University
H.S. Exam and
M.Sc. from
IIT, Kanpur

8 | Sovona Khanra 2014 Completed B.A. Azad Hind Four

Domjur, Howrah After completing this year Smriti Maha
H.S. Exam. (Geography, Hons.) Vidyalaya

9 | Rupali Mahata 2014 Completed B.A.this year M.G. College,

Hura, Purulia After completing (English, Hons.) Purulia
H.S. Exam.

10 | Jamuna Shil 2012 Completed B.A. this year| Susil Kar College,
Gosaba, After completing (History, Hons.) Champahati,
South 24 Parganas Madhyamik South 24 Parganas

Exam.

11 | Palash Naiya 2014 Completed B.A. this year| Sukanta College,
Basanti, After completing (Bengali, Hons) Basanti,
South 24 Parganas H.S. Exam. South 24 Parganas

14




RUNNING COACHING CENTRES

Following educational coaching centres are run by Amader Arpan, where students
from Class I to Class VI are being taught

* Coachingcentreat PUTKHALI Village, North 24 Parganas - Around 50 students with
2 teachers

* Coaching centre at KHALERDHAR Village, North 24 Parganas - Around 20 students
with 1 teacher

* Coaching centre at RANIGARH near Sundarban, South 24 Parganas - Around 40
students with 2 teachers

15



RETREAT PROGRAMME

Compact Retreat programmes composed of devotional songs, readings from spiritual books,
meditation arranged in a systematic manner, are organized once a month for the students. The
motive is mental and spiritual development and character building of the student. Revered
Swamijis are also invited in these programmes who by their holy presence and their inspiring

discourses uplift the students for their better future.

EXERCISE BOOKS DONATED TO STUDENTS

Exercise books are handed over to all our students as and when required over the year.

Exercise books, pencils, erasers etc. are also donated from time to time to students of other
philanthropic organisations.

ANNUAL BLOOD DONATION CAMP

The annual Blood donation camp was held at Karunamoyee Kalibari complex, Tollygunge,
Kolkata on2nd July 2017.

BLANKET DISTRIBUTION DURING THE WINTER

Around 300 blankets were distributed in the remote villages of Ranigarh (near Sundarban),
Joynagar Mozilpur, Kharigaria (Bankura).

16



GARMENT/INCENTIVE DISTRIBUTION BEFORE DURGA PUJA FESTIVAL

ra— |

As token of our Durga Puja offerings,
new clothes were given to:

+ Students of our coaching centres
+ Teachers of our coaching centres
+ Higher educationstudents

+ Inmates of "Ananda Ashram’ (a house
for small lovely kids who are not so
fortunate) located at Karunamoyee
Kali Bari, Kolkata.

ANNUAL NARAYAN SEVA (LUNCH) PROGRAMME

A lunch programme comprising of Khichdi with vegetables was arranged at Ranigarh, Basanti
near Sunderban on 20.11.2016 During this programme, old garments and blankets were donated
to these local villagers. Around 600 local villagers attended the programme.

PUBLICATION OF ANNUAL MAGAZINE ‘ABHIH’ - 6TH VOLUME

The six volume of ABHIH, annual
magazine of Amader Arpan was
published in October 2016. A short
cultural programme was organised
on 2nd October'2016 during the
release of ABHIH. Revered Monks of
the Ramakrishna Order were invited
during this programme as Chief
guests of our programme. As a token
of our Durga Puja offering, Sarees
were distributed to the local needy
women and garments were given to
the students and teachers of our
coaching centres.

il



FREE MEDICAL CHECK-UP/AWARENESS CAMP

Taliparamba Sangham, Kolkata (a Socio-Cultural Organization) and S.M. Nagar Cultural Youth
Group in association with AMADER ARPAN are organizing a Medical Check-up/ Awareness
Campon13.11.2016

Following Tests conducted at free of cost:
8 I

* Blood Pressure

* Sugar (Random)

« SB.F, T8

e Blood Group

RUNNING HAND-TO-HAND
WITH OTHER SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS

* Financial aid to Karunamoyee Kali Bari, Tollygunge, Kolkata for running of Ananda Ashram,
a permanent shelter for upbringing bright, small children who were born of deprived
families.

* Financial aid to Mission for Human Excellence (MHE), Kolkata for organizing Durga Puja for
the tribal communities at Belpahari

* Financial aid to Debimath, Ghatsila for organizing Durga Puja for the tribal communities at
Ghatsila

e BharatSevashrama Sangha, Ghatsila, Jharkhand
* Hatpara Vivek Seva Niketan, Joynagar Mozilpur, South 24 Parganas

* Blankets were donated to Sri Ramakrishna Sevashram, Kharigaria, Bankura for their
distribution to the local village people

18



Oitijhya Mallick, Class - III, MBWA

Subhadeep Mitra, Class VI-F, De Paul School Aditya Mandal, DPS, Newtown
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Ronit Roy, Class-IX, Karunamoyee Kalibari, Tollygunge

Dhrubo Mondal, Class-VIII, Karunamoyee Kalibari, Tollygunge
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ORGANISATIONAL BRIEF

Registered Name & Address:

AMADER ARPAN
206, Purbalok, P.O. Mukundapur
E.M.By-Pass, Kolkata 700 099
E-mail: amaderrarpan@gmail.com, tapassaha206@gmail.com
Web: www.amaderarpan.org
PAN No. AACTA4569Q
FCRA No. : 147121003

Registration Under W.B. Act XXVI of 1961 S/1L/55575
Donations to Amader Arpan are exempted from Income-Tax u/s 80G of I.T. Act 1961

Contact Person : Tapas Saha - 094337 55045, 089610 73451

Nt

BANKING DETAILS

Bank Name : ICICI Bank

AccountName  : Amader Arpan

Bank Address : 22, R.N. Mukherjee Road, Kolkata - 700001
Typeof Account : Savings

AccountNo. : 000601052566

FCRAA/c.No. : 000601052521

MICR No. : 700229002

IFSC Code : ICIC0000006

SWIFT Code : ICICINBB006

Bank Name : Indian Bank

AccountName : Amader Arpan

Bank Address : 1, Ganesh Chandra Avenue, Kolkata - 700013
Typeof Account : Savings

AccountNo. : 807147277

MICR No. : 700019010

IFSC Code : IDIB000G003
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Governing Body of Amader Arpan

for The Financial Year 2017-18

SL.NO. NAME

1. Mr. Tapas Saha
2. Mr. Subir Mukherjee
3. Mzr. Maloy Dey
4. Mr. Angshuman Garai
Mr. Anjan De
5. Mrs. Sarbari Dhara
6. Mr. Arindam Chakraborty
7. Mr. Goutam De
8. Mrs. Sima Saha
9. Mr. Arghyadeep Dey
Mr. Subhankar Kundu
10. Mr. Pijush Kanti Mandal
11. Mr. Priyabrata Garai
12. Mr. Pintu Maity
13. Mr. Dipak Ranjan Kar
Mr. Shyamal Kr. Sengupta
Mr. Sakti Pada Roy
Mr. Bikash Roy
Mr. Puspal Dhara
Mr. Joydeb Das
14. Mr. Debranjan Sar
Mr. Partha Das
Mr. Sudip Das
Mr. Bapi Naskar
Mr. Souvik Mandal
VIZAG UNIT:
1. Mr. Sarthak Mazumdar
KALINGANAGAR UNIT:
1. Mr. Gopal Saha
JAMSHEDPUR UNIT:
1. Mr. Tapan Chakraborty
2. Mr. Ratan Mondal
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DESIGNATION

President
Vice President
Secretary

Joint Asst. Secretary

Treasurer

Asst. Treasurer

Chief Co-ordinator, Magazine

Editor, Magazine

In-charge of
Cultural Program

Legal Advisor
Social Media
Financial Adviser

Advisor

Unit Chief

Unit Chief

Unit Chief
Unit Co-ordinator



ACKNOWLEDGMENT &
SPECIAL THANKS

People from all spheres of our society; have extended their benevolence both in the form

of financial assistance, invaluable suggestions. A few of them are:

Individuals:

Mr. Rajib Bhattacharjee, Mr. Anirban Ghosh, Mr. Mrityunjoy Mitra, Mr. Shounak
Banerjee, Mr. Ramesh Babu Movva, Mr. Sandip Kumar Basu, Mr. J. Srinivasa Rao, Mr.
Subhasis Dhara, Ms. Dhruba Chakraborty, Mr. Karmu Kisku, , Mr. Sameer Das, Mrs.
Jaya Chakraborty De, Mr. Saran Khemka, Dr. (Mrs.) Bulbul Ray, Mr. Anirban
Bhattacharjee, Mr. Atanu Das, Mr. L.C. Dey, Ms. Sutapa Choudhury, Mr. Biplab Biswas,
Mr. Sujoy Kumar Banerjee, Mr. Javed K Sanwarwala, Mr. Saptarshi Bhattacharya, Mr.
Kanisko Dutta, Mr. Jyotirmoy Bhattarcharjee, Mr. Arup Bandyopadhyay, Ms. Nandita
Bandyopadhyay, Ms. Reeta Bandyopadhyay, Mr. Partha Ghosal, Ms. Balaka Ghosal, Mr.
Akash Ghosal, Mr. Jayanta Mukherjee, Dr. Parasmani Dasgupta, Ms. Anusua Dutta, Mr.
Somnath Banerjee, Mr. Snehanshu Ghosh, Mr. Siladitya Bhowmik, Mr. Kalipada Das,
Mr. Rajat Subhra Das, Mr. Saurav Ghosal, Mr. Ashim Bhattacharya, Mr. Sumit Adhikary,
Ms. Debjani Mandal, Mr. Suchandra Mullick, Mr. Suvrendu Narayan Biswas, Ms.
Srabani Dey, Mr. Ratan Mitra, Mr. Nirmal Sahana, Mr. Sandipan Datta, Mr. Subrata Pal,
Mr. Geet Sengupta, Dr. Maumita Chakrabarti, Dr. Indranil Dhar, Mr. Kishalaya De,
Dr. Sangita Bodhak, Mr. K.P. Ray, Ms. Tripti De, Mr. Sumit Acharjee, Ms. Kabita Saha,
Mr. Abir Nag, Mr. Nabin Chandra Maity, Mr. Atanu Das, Mr. Pradip Das.

Organizations:

M/s. Achint Chemicals, M/s. Thermo Associates, M/s. Refraset Engineers (I) Pvt. Ltd,
M/s. RHI India Pvt. Ltd.,, M/s. Cosmic Power Systems Pvt. Ltd.,, M/s. Creative
Chemicals, M/s. A.D. Developers, M/s. Das Steel Furniture, M/s. Arvind Ceramics Pvt.
Ltd., M/s. Biplab Biswas, M/s. Sudeshna Enterprises Pvt. Ltd., M/s. Ma Durga Trading
Company, M/s. Shree Balaji Enterprise, M/s. R.K. Construction, M/s. Tisha Travels,
M/s. Trisita Marketing Private Ltd., M/s. Dilip Kumar & Co., M/s. New Purbasha
Lodge.
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“In The East, and in the West,

Inthe North, and inthe South

Letall things that are,

Without enemies, without obstacles,

Having no sorrow, and attaining cheerfulness,

Move forward freely, Each in his own path!”
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‘India’ Behind India Expressing Itself

Swami Satyamayananda
Secretary, Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Kanpur

“There never was an idea without a corresponding word or a word without a corresponding idea; ideas and words are in their
nature inseparable.”
— Swami Vivekananda

We have all seen pictures of seismic sea waves popularly known as tsunami or tidal waves. A tsunami is a series of
waves in a sea or lake caused due to a displacement of large volume of water which is due to a movement of the
earth’s crust or other factors. The waters surge in waves furiously running unstoppably over the land bringing
destruction in its wake and finally running out of strength. It takes years for the land to recover. The recovery,
however, is not complete for the tsunami has subtly changed the landscape and one can infer signs of its presence
even after many years. Swami Vivekananda, who was aware of such phenomenon, in the geologic history of the
world, uses this analogy to illustrate the series of tidal waves of foreign invaders, races, cultures, remnants of
other civilizations, ideas, trade, etc. that poured itself into the Indian subcontinent for millennia. In the
subcontinent’s history the signs of such waves are apparent, but in its psychological history, we find that the
waters of the waves were absorbed and assimilated and transformed into a unique blend of its own. This has been
the inherent strength of India, its power of absorbing and assimilating things to itself and that is why it has
survived and is thriving. It is because of this power of assimilation that she is seems deathless while most major
civilizations have vanished, or exist in old monuments and in museums. This time, however, India, so long asleep,
(along with the idea behind India) is exerting itself on the world; now it is a reverse tsunami that is inundating
other countries and cultures. This is the time of national and social awakening.

Why had India attracted everything from all over? This is another question and the answer is complex and long.
Put briefly, it is natural that things tend to congregate in a place most suitable to its existence. The more hostile a
place is the less people tend to settle there, or invade; where the land is conducive, peaceful, and rich, civilizations
grow. India has been the focal point, for all types of peoples, for centuries. Some of those who came and left, like
some of the receding waters of the tsunami, through them India seeded other civilizations and cultures.
Assimilation apart, Indian thought also influenced other civilizations; Travelers, tradesmen, mercenaries,
scholars, and students spread Indian ideas abroad. A glaring example is: the whole of Asia was culturally
transformed by Buddhism, through its bikkhus that traveled the whole of Asia and preached the Buddha's
teachings. They did itjust by philosophic thought and moral strength.

Another point to be remembered is: just as different people have different powers of digestion, so also nations. A
weak body digests less, assimilates even less, and tends to become sick. A strong body is its opposite; and so are
nations! This has been India’s silent strength, and we know it is so because India has survived so many
vicissitudes, so many periods of chaos and violence, that other nations would have collapsed. Yet India did not
build walls around to stop people coming in because we were sure that in the long run our inherent strength
would absorb the foreign elements. This process has ultimately enriched India and this enrichment is what India
transmits to the world. Swami Vivekananda says: “The debt which the world owes to our Motherland is immense.
Taking country with country, there is not one race on this earth to which the world owes so much as to the patient
Hindu... In ancient and in modern times, seeds of great truth and power have been cast abroad by the advancing
tides of national life; but mark you... it has been always with the blast of war trumpets and with the march of
embattled cohorts. Each idea had to be soaked in a deluge of blood... but India has for thousands of years
peacefully existed... Even earlier, when history has no record, and tradition dares not peer into the gloom of that
intense past, even from then until now, ideas after ideas have marched out from her, but every word has been
spoken with a blessing behind it and peace beforeit.”

There is no country as diverse as India and this is being slowly recognized all over the world. There is diversity in
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beliefs, religions, languages, cultures, races, right down to food and dress. This diversity is now celebrated as
being unique. Swami Vivekanandasays: “Unity in diversity is the plan of creation.” India proved it by practicingit.

India is not only diverse, but another form of universal recognition is: India is a microcosm of the world.
Whatever is there in the world outside, one finds it in India, in a minor form. This is because of the great tolerance
and acceptance of things that is not found anywhere else — India has people from the primitive tribes that retain a
50,000 year old lifestyle to a modernized living in a modern city. The whole spectrum of human life and existence
in India is remarkable and staggering. This was possible only because India respected life and one’s choices of life.
Some people look at one aspect of the India’s spectrum and say that is all there to India; their partial views have
done more to damage the image of India than any other people. Sadly such people are now increasing and most of
them are Indians who have not studied their own history. Another set of people see India as a paradox and a
bedlam of confusing forces. How the nation manages the paradox is beyond their ken. Swami Vivekananda says:
“To many, Indian thought, Indian manners, Indian customs, Indian philosophy, Indian literature are repulsive at
the first sight; but let them persevere, let them read, let them become familiar with the great principles underlying
theseideas, and itis ninety-nine to one that the charm will come over them, and fascination will be the result.”

To take the paradox aspect and explain it positively: It was mentioned that a whole spectrum of human life and its
manifestation is found in India. Nobody becomes unsettled at seeing a bullock-cart riding besides and expensive
car. The dichotomy is striking and this balance of opposite things is found on every level in India. Metaphysically,
Existence is actually a balance of opposing forces. If the balance is disturbed it results in chaos; the opposite is
concord. We find in India opposing things being balanced admirably, it then means that there is an underlying
factor that holds them together. The word used for such a paradoxical phenomenon is called ‘dissonance’. It is
used to explain how opposite things co-exist. In Society, how does affluence and poverty, knowledge and
ignorance, the listis endless, inhere in the same paradigm. In individuals how can brilliance and stupidity existin
the same person? For example: a) drinking liquor is poison; b) yet I drink because its enjoyable. How does a
person manage such cognitive dissonance? The subject is large but suffice it to say that the person has a higher
tolerance to dissonance and can live with it. Those with low tolerance fall sick or die. India has a tremendous
tolerance level that can hold opposing things without killing her. This is the inherent strength that people do not
recognize. And this strength is due to her “underlying principles’. Swami Vivekananda says: ‘Each nation has a
theme; everything else is secondary. India's theme is religion.”

Indian philosophy and Psychology for 1000s of years has known, developed, and employed the concept of
sabdha, artha, and jnana; word/sound, idea/ meaning, and knowledge. That fact that even material objects are
called padartha, word meaning, is remarkable! Every word has behind it an idea, or an idea has a corresponding
object, whether abstract or concrete. Similarly, every material object, whether gross or subtle, has behind it a
concept or an idea. Thus behind everything, including individuals, stands an idea or personality. Personality is
made up of thoughts and karma. Sri Ramakrishna says: ‘If you eat radish; you belch radish.” Buddha says:*As you
think so shall you be; as you will think so shall you be.” We build our individuality or personality with our
thoughts and ideas. As this is true on the individual level, so it is true on the collective level. Therefore we can
safely say that behind ‘India” stands an ideal or idea or personality. As long as this idea, or ideal, is intact so long
will India exist and nothing can destroy her; as every invader looking just for gold and loot found to his dismay.
There is a mythological story about an ogress who could not be killed because she had kept her soul in a bird. As
long as the bird was alive the ogress proved indestructible. India placed her soul in her ideal and that is why she is
indestructible. Ideas and thoughts cannot be destroyed so easily. (In individuals, death, that everyone is so
frightened of, is ineffective in destroying the personality; that personality is again reborn) Coming back to our
topic: one has to be made aware of the fact that the “idea’” behind India is not just political, social, military, or
financial, but far beyond these mundane dimensions. Spiritual ideas the knowledge of the Atman, God, and so
on, is what makes India, India. As spiritual thoughts and ideas are of an Imperishable Reality, these spiritual ideas
also become imperishable because they partake of the Reality. And theseideas and thoughts stand behind ‘India’.

This abstract dimension of ideas that India stands for, is imperceptible to the senses but felt in the mind. The more
sensitive the mind the more such a mind feels such ideas, thoughts, concepts etc. The underlying theme in the
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famous Greek Philosopher Plato’s writings is but the defining and pointing out to the existence of an Ideal
abstract world of perfection, intangibly experienced, and the concrete world we experience tangibly is but a
shadow of that Ideal world.

Today, at the crossroads of history, and mighty changes in all societies due to science and technology, India, as an
idea, is poised and competent to take on the world: Swami Vivekananda says: ‘Once more the wheel is turning up,
once more vibrations have been set in motion from India, which are destined at no distant day to reach the farthest
limits of earth.” ‘Nothing is as powerful as an idea whose time has come,” says Victor Hugo, French poet, novelist,
and dramatist of the Romantic period. Another quote, in the same vein, attributed to him, is: ‘One can resist the
invasion of armies; one does not resist the invasion of ideas.”

There is now at the present, a vacuum of genuine spirituality in the world because of the relentless pursuit of
materialism. In this age of materialism, when people become almost soulless, the cry for help goes out from the
hearts of civilizations that are built on mundane concepts. This is where India enters on the world stage! Swami
Vivekananda says: “The longest night seems to be passing away, the sorest trouble seems to be coming to an end at
last, the seeming corpse appears to be awakening and a voice is coming to us-- away back where history and even
tradition fails to peep into the gloom of the past, coming down from there, reflected as it were from peak to peak of
the infinite Himalaya of knowledge, and of love, and of work, India, this motherland of ours— a voice is coming
unto us, gentle, firm, and unmistakable in its utterances, and is gaining volume as days pass by, and behold, the
sleeper is awakening! Like a breeze from the Himalayas, it is bringing life into the almost dead bones and muscles,
the lethargy is passing away, and only the blind cannot see, or the perverted will not see, that she is awakening,
this motherland of ours, from her deep long sleep. None can resist her any more; never is she going to sleep any
more; no outward powers can hold her back any more; for the infinite giant is rising to her feet.” This was Swami
Vivekananda’s vision of India: *Arise and awake and see her seated here on her eternal throne, rejuvenated, more
glorious than she ever was — this Motherland of ours.’

Many cultures and societies are feeling the impact of Science and Technology on their age-old values, which are
breaking down dramatically. In India, on the other hand, old values are undergoing a transformation and
becoming modern! India’s old power of assimilation is still strong and is now assimilating Science and
Technology into her system and is thereby strengthening her culture and civilization. Many things that were
harmful to our progress are gradually disappearing. For instance: widow remarriage, child marriages, rituals
performed by sons are now being done by daughters, and so on. This reformation is going on, like it is the
character of India, silently. There is still some way to go and we have a lot to do; street-cleaning of some of our
useless practices and customs, uplift the masses through hard work and not through fraud, bringing
transparency in our business dealings by giving up corruption, and so on. While the advance guard (of ideas) has
left our shores and is transforming the world, our so-called thinkers, politicians, media, and the common people
that show a remarkable selfishness and self-centeredness, and have yet to change. What we have to do from now
onis: succeed in our respective professions and yet have the innate and holy love of humanity, of spirituality, and
for our cultural roots, which constitutes the backbone of Indian-ess. This will open up ‘India” and bring about
Swami Vivekananda’s prophetic vision about India’s future.

With best comp[iments J‘rom :
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The Mild Hindu

Swami Narasimhananda
Secretary, Advaita Ashrama, Prabuddha Bharata, Mayavati

The Upanishads exhort strength. They dispel the darkness of ignorance and bring clarity to our befuddled minds.
They clear the cobwebs of confusion. They remove weakness and restore strength. The Upanishadic rishis were
bold enough to dismiss the entire universe as a fanciful imagination. They took all the focus to the Self. The
Puranas speak of Sage Parashurama, who wiped off all ruler-clans from the face of the earth, not once or twice, but
twenty-one times. The Puranas also mention Sage Vishvamitra, who created a separate heaven for one who had
taken refuge in him. The Puranas speak of the fierce goddess, who chopped to shreds asuras, who were
destroying the peace of the earth. Which Hindu scripture talks of weakness? Which Hindu text encourages
cowardice? Which Hindu scripture denounces strength? None.

The present-day Hindu has earned the epithet ‘mild’. This adjective has been handed over to today’s Hindu from
the ancestors for several centuries. So, this is not a new name that the Hindu has got. However, in recent times, the
Hindu is behaving in a way that conforms to the derogatory meaning of this term. Swami Vivekananda used to
say that the epithet ‘mild Hindu’ should not be seen as a criticism but as an acknowledgement of the resilient and
patient spirit of Hinduism. The present-day Hindu, however, is not so much concerned with Swamiji’s words but
is bent on proving one’s qualifications, all on the negative side, to be called ‘mild". Almost giving up one’s
glorious past, today’s Hindu, wants to comfortably piggyback on the achievements of other cultures and races.
Today’s Hindu has become accustomed to being a slave. The Hindu has lost one’s nerve and also lacks any spine.
Who can criticise Hinduism or the Hindu people? Anyone. And, instead of addressing such criticism or silencing
baseless allegations against Hinduism, today’s Hindu takes pride in becoming partners with those who want to
see the end of the Hindu race. Hinduism or the Hindu race will never perish because, as Swamiji said, if that were
to happen, religion and spirituality would disappear from this world. So, Hinduism does not need anyone to
protect or preserve it. It has stood the test of time over millennia of suffering, and would continue to do so in the
future too. But, every time a Hindu is attacked or hurt, it is not Hinduism that takes the beating but it is the faith of
thatindividual Hindu that goes down. And itis really an unfortunate and dismal state of affairs, that the present-
day Hindu is overenthusiastic in criticising Hinduism or attacking the Hindu people.

A Hindu scholar today, takes pride in having come of age by denigrating all the Hindu scriptures. Any attempt to
disseminate the Hindu thought is met with the strong ‘“intellectual” objection that Hinduism should not be
transmitted or studied. Thatis illogical. If a religion does not need dissemination or studies, then no religion does.
Why is it that the present-day Hindu is keen on seeing other religions being transmitted or studied and knows so
much about them, while knowing next to nothing about Hinduism? Today’s Hindu does not have the courage
even to call Hinduism a religion and is dumb enough to call it just ‘a way of life’. This again does not make any
sense. If Hinduism is a way of life, so is every other religion. If that is so, can we call the practitioners of other
religions as Hindus? And, even if one were to do so, will the followers of other religions accept that? The answer is
aresounding ‘no’. Then, in what sand is today’s Hindu burying one’s head and trying to live in an illusory world?

Further, there is no systematic tradition of transmitting the basic knowledge of Hinduism to Hindu children. The
Hindu children are not taught anything at all about their religion. All they know of it is some rituals, whose
meaning and importance are never explained to them. As a result, successive generations of Hindus are fed on
false information about Hinduism that they get from popular culture and turn out to be avowed haters of
Hinduism, thus fulfilling the aims of vested interests.

It seems that by some inexplicable process of evolution, Hindus have totally lost the qualities of valour, shame,
honour, and sensitivity. Else, how could one explain the fact that in India, the land that cradled the masters of
Hindu thought, hundreds of Hindus are being made homeless, numerous temples are being destroyed, several
images of Hindu deities are being vandalised, sacred Hindu mantras are being made fun of —and all this is being
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supported by powerful Hindus and many a time, Hinduism is being ridiculed by Hindus themselves. Upon
being questioned, these Hindus very calmly reply that they do all this to express their ‘freedom of expression’.
But, what “freedom of expression” warrants or gives one right to commit an act of dishonouring one’s own
Mother?

Noreligious scriptures are bolder than the Vedas, which proclaim that the highest realisation is not to be attained
by mere parroting of Vedic sentences. But, Vedas do not ask one to live without any honour and dignity. Today’s
Hindu considers everything non-Vedic to be gospel truth and anything Vedic to be superstitious. Hinduism
accepts all paths to God. But, today’s Hindu conveniently forgets that other religions are not so catholic and
generous. Today, no religious other than the Hindu, even those belonging to faith-traditions that have branched
off from Hinduism, believes that all religions are true. Therefore, it is important that the Hindu should accept all
religions as true but should not denounce Hinduism itself as false. Hordes of Hindu ‘scholars” unashamedly
proclaim Hinduism to be no religion or an “umbrella’ religion, Vedas to be non-Hindu, yoga to be non-Hindu, and
India itself to be divested of its Hindu origins. Hankering and drooling after glitter and glamour, these
‘academics’ would disown their Mother without batting an eyelid. Any attempt to study Hinduism in-depth is
denounced and promptly stopped. And, the only time when Hinduism seems interesting to these shameless and
honourless people is when videos of white-skinned children chanting Hindu scriptures circulate on the Internet.
Paraphrasing what Swamiji asked his disciples in a different context, one is tempted to ask: ‘Is there not water
enough in the ocean to drown these so-called scholars and academics with their books, computers, and all?”’

Swamiji said: ‘Strength is life and weakness is death.” Those who claim to be not weak and yet cannot assert to be
strong are worse than being weak. Dumb ‘neutral’ witnesses to an act of injustice are worse than those who
commit that injustice. Swamiji was proud that this “mild” Hindu race has produced fighting women like the Rani
Lakshmibai of Jhansi. And, while aboard a ship, Swamiji lifted by the collar, an Englishman who was abusing
India. The Hindus need to be patient and resilient but they also need to strengthen and express the fighting streak
inthem and have the courage to take to task those who have the nerve to malign Hinduism.

4 )
With Best Compliments from:

AMADER ARPAN

(A Philanthropic Organization)

Dedicated in the service and upliftment of the deprived section of the society
through activities such as regular educational coaching centres, financial
assistance to students for higher studies, organizing health check-up camps etc.

QS/(? DONATE FOR THE NOBLE CAUSE%

Donations are exempted from Income-Tax under section 80G of
the Indian Income-Tax Act. 1961, PAN No. AACTA4569Q
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@G 7 (GO FNGF G0 SR TE @ (9F— “What the world wants to-day... is twenty men and women
who can dare to stand in the street wonder and say that they possess nothing but God. Who will go?... Why should
one fear?... If this is true, what else could matter? If it is not true, what do our lives matter?” €3 (91 (18 T2/ | (73,
ST (20 M Ag) w2 Teafrer s e | fof ey 2re G =i a3 B T | “Swamiji wrote

to her on the 7th of June, 1896: * My ideal indeed can be put into a few words and that is: to preach unto mankind
their divinity, and how to make it manifest in every movement of life... ” “Religions of the world have become

lifeless mockeries. What the world wants is character. The world is in need for those whose life is one burning
love, selfless. That love will make every word tell like a thunderbolt.& ‘His reply became a guideline for her all her

life. It pactified Margaret’s restless spirit. Before he left London, she addressed him as Master. &35 foateie s « 1
had recognised the heroic fibre of the man, and desired to make myself the servant of his love for his own people.
But it was his character to which I had thus done obeisance. @

FING ACFI Fa027 — ‘My dear Miss Noble™ | Sb5q, 25 T3, SIFEGENG! | “Let me tell you frankly that T am now
convinced that you have a great future in the work for India. What was wanted was not a man, but a woman, a real
lioness, to work for the Indians, women specially.”

T 2T (I TG 3507 G0 SRS, Sbda AR S ¢ TSN | 5T wftol S ot fof @fue isficzb e sewez
(T( AERCE : “TIASE (SN S &5 | {8 O &y (SIS 2 200 203 | Ot G fofdl (et «hio
570 T | @2 Bfd @ @< w12l =g, Gl3a< @<k &1 : “India cannot yet produce great women, she must

borrow them from other nations. Your education, sincerity, purity, immense love, determination, and above all,
the Celtic blood make you just the woman wanted.& @ et the difficulties are many. You cannot form any idea of

the misery, the superstition, and the slavery that are here. You will be in the midst of a mass of half-naked men and
women with quaint ideas of caste and isolation, shunning the white skin through fear or hatred and hated by them
intensely. On the other hand, you will be looked upon by the white as a crank, and every one of your movements
will be watched with suspicion.

@Then the climate is fearfully hot: our winter in most places being like your summer, and in the south it is always
blazing. @Not one European comfort is to be had in places out of the cities. If, inspite of all this, you dare venture
into the work, you are welcome, a hundred times welcome. As for me. I am nobody here as elswhere, but what little
influence I have, shall be devoted to your service. &Y ou must think well before you plunge in, and after work, if
you fail in this or get disgusted, on my part I promise you, I will stand by you unto death whether you work for India
or not, whether you give up Vedanta or remain in it. €l'he tusks of the elephant come out, but never go backg so are
the words of a man never retracted. I promise you that Again, I must give you a bit of warning. Y ou must stand on

2

your own feet.....
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“The Mother’s heart, the heroes will,

The sweetness of the southern breeze,
The Sacred charm and strength that dwell
On Aryan altars flaming free:

All these be yours, and many more
No ancient soul could dream before.
Be thou to India’s future son
The mistress, servant and friend in one. ”
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g =99 S0 SAlaw | @2 T @5 fre fofet fereiet ofa @9 st — ‘Kali the Mother” |

“A thousand, thousand shades

Of Death begrimed and black
Scattering plagues and sorrows,
Dancing mad with joy,

Come, Mother, come!”
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“Thou ‘Time’, the All-Destroyer!

Come, O Mother, come!
Who dares misery love,
And hug the form of Death,
Dance in Destruction’s dance,
To him the Mother comes.”
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Nivedita-A spectacular rainbow

Dr. T. G. K. Murty
Outstanding Scientist (I SR O, Govt of India, Rtd)
Adviser-ARCI- Govt of India

Sister Nivedita’s life is a spectacular rainbow. Who is this Sister Nivedita actually and what is spectacular of her
life? The following is nutshell of Sister Nivedita,” here repose the ashes of Sister Nivedita of Ramakrishna
Vivekananda who gave her all to India”. These are the words engraved on a rock of a memorial built of brick at a
Hindu cremation ground just below the railway station of Darjeeling. This encryption speaks volumes about her.
This could precisely be the reason why Swami Vivekananda picked her up for his extraordinary mission of
building India, with foresight a into her nature and aptly calls her aslioness. Onsameveins Sri Aurabindo, in
nutshell depict her as Agnisikha. Lioness does not compromise in quality of its pursuit. It always aim and go for
breaking of the head of wild elephant to appease its hunger, and does not settle for anything less under any
condition such as, in spite of not having food for days, becoming weak physically. In case of Agnisikha, it always
directs itself towards sky, in whatever position it is held. These are the cardinal qualities of sister Nivedita. She
excelled in whatever she did, and there in, these two features are predominantly seen. How she could scale to
such heights, is interesting to see, for emulation for anyone to scale to heights in their chosen fields. If we look at
the history of any great person coming from any corner of the world distinguished they in any field following four
common features appear predominantly.1. Enquire, 2 enrich, 3 empower and 4 execute. Sister Nivedita is one
such great personality who exhibited these qualities abundantly. It is not an easy task to fathom such personality,
but here below an attempt is made to get a glimpse to her greatness.

The name Nivedita means the dedicated one. Who was she? You may ask. What was the all that she gave to India
and why? Why did the people lovingly raise this memorial to her? Does she translate prophecies of Swami
Vivekananda and Sri Aurabindo? To answer these questions we have to look through the prism of 4 Es (enquire,
enrich, empower and execute).

Sister Nivedita’s original name was Margaret Elizabeth Noble Born on October 20th 1867 hailing from a family
called Noble who was of Scottish discent.The family may be poor financially but rich religiously as her family
members were preachers of church. As a child Margaret loved and lived in religious beliefs of Christianity.
However, she could found no peace and hence left for with a doubt in the truce of Christian doctrines. Later she
read the life of Buddha and got attracted towards Buddhism. But it was not enough to dispel all her doubts. She
still sought light and truth. This enquiry led her to something happened that was to change her own life. A Hindu
yogiarrived in London. He was a sannyasin, a Hindu monk and his name was Swami Vivekananda.

This phase of enquiry about truth and quality of life led her to follow the foot- steps of Swami Vivekananda. But
her enquiry did not blindly accept what all said by Swami Vivekananda. She argued with him and fought with
him, but she admired him for his lofty ideals and his noble soul. The progression from this enquiry to enrich was-

One day during question answer class Swami Vivekananda suddenly raised and thundered “what the world
wants today is 20 men and women who can dare to stand in the street yonder and say they possess nothing but
God who will go?”Latter, he wrote in a letter to Margaret “the earth’s bravest and best will have to sacrifice
themselves for the good of many, for the welfare of all. Buddha’s by the hundreds a necessary with eternal love
and pity”. Who would join for his army and work for his mission? Another day he was talking about the women
of his country. They never went to school. He wanted them to be educated. He turned to Margaret and said,” I
have a plan for the women of my own country in which you, I think could be of great help to me”. These words
had a great effect on her. She felt that it was a call, the call which she had been enquiring and waiting all these
years. She had to accept that call. The ray of light and hope penetrated the darkness and gloom that had enveloped
her for so long. The splendid rainbow fascinated her. She made up her mind that she would join the army and go
to India and serve the people of India. This was very important decision that enriched and changed her life under
the tutelage of swami Vivekananda in next few years.

Vivekananda told her about the history of India, great kings, warriors, saints and builders. But did she yet
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understood and loved India? She travelled widely East India, Himalayas, and Kashmir and understood swami
Vivekananda’s words. However she could not readily understand swami Vivekananda’s ideas and often argued
with him and protested. There were days when she wanted even to break away from the influence of the master.
During these periods she read Gita, learnt and practiced meditation. She realized pride had stood on her way and
therefore made up her mind to cast off her pride and become humble. Swamiji knew all this and one day blessed
her putting his hands on her head. From that day all her misgivings and pride left her and a rebellious disciple
became a true disciple.

The next step in her path was empowerment. This empowerment what we normally feel come from power,
position, name, fame and money is transitory and associated always with fear of losing them. The true
empowerment is self generated spiritually and otherwise which need to be hard earned followed by the grace of
the Divine. Such empowerment transforms the person and the people and place associated with the person, bring
a metamorphic change. For Sister Nivedita this empowerment has been bestowed upon by swami Vivekananda
which is reflected in a poem, “A benediction” in which were condensed all power all hopes and good wishes for
the disciple.
The Mother’s heart, the hero’s will
The sweetness of the southern breeze,
The sacred charm and strength that dwell.
On Aryan, altars flaming free.
All thesebe yours and many more
No ancient could dream before
Be Thou to India’s future son
The mistress, servant, friend in one.

Nivedita, a multifaceted genius, mastered in multifarious activities with self effort, now to this power the grace
from his master came. When the self effort and grace are combined one is bound to make mark and for sister
Nivedita this is really true. Her mission was India’s glorious rise and its human upliftment. She unhesitatingly
swung into the action when Calcutta (Kolkata) was raised with bubonic plague. Similarly influenced by the lives
of the glorious women of India on one side and on the pathetic condition of the Indian women, she felt the need of
educating them and hence laid the foundation for establishment of women’s school and today it is called Sister
Nivedita School now run by Ramakrishna Sarada Mission globally known. To build this institution she invested
all her physical and mental assets. She toured widely in the west giving lectures, writing articles, convincing of
the people collected the necessary funds for the school. Though she is British (Irish) she realized the root cause for
emancipation of India was British rule and India must be a free nation to blossom to its ancient glory. She worked
towards this one tirelessly and in fact designed Indian National Flag. She inspired great people like Surendranth
Banarjee, GK Gkhale, RC Dutta, Bipinchandrapal, Aurobindoghosh and Mahatma Gandhi.The other stalwarts
were BG Tilak, Tamil poet Subrahmanyabarathi, the economist Binod sarkar, the historians Jadnath sarkar and
RK Mukherjee and artists Nandalalbose Asith Haldar. She met Rabindranath Tagore and impressed him so much
that he remarks that, “she used to be honored. Why? She was like us but because she was greater than us”.

Her spiritual side saw the peaks through her association with Holy Mother Sarada Devi and her companions. She
was Khookee (little child) to Holy Mother Sarada Devi. Nivedita lived with this Devine and associated with
spiritual giants of Sri Ramakrishna order. The scientific side in her influenced JC Bose. She helped JC Bose not
only in writing and publishing his research papers but also planned to start a scientific research institute. In fact JC
Bose opened his institutein 1917, alas, Nivedita was no more. But JC Bose never forgot the help she had given him.
In his opening speech he said” in all my struggling efforts, I have not been altogether solitary. While the world
doubted, there have been a few, now in city of silence, who never wavered in their trust”. All these constitute the
phase of her execution. She has taken the threads woven by Swami Vivekananda and ] R D Tata and tirelessly
worked, through interaction with Lord Curzon, in establishing Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore. This
institution, now globally known for its scientific contributions. Many stalwart scientists and scientific
organization have sprung out of it.

Thus, through this glorious path of Enquire-Enrich-Empower-Execute, Nivedita became an Icon and legendary,
not only to her native country butalso to her adopted country India. Her name is engraved in golden letters in the
annals of human upliftment and man making.
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In essence, as a devoted disciple she was supreme. As a metaphysician, she was an avid reader of the mystery of
the universe. As an author, she was incomparable. As a revolutionary, she was fearless. With a deep
understanding of science, as a scientific minded philosopher, she was the grandest. As a social worker, she was
unparalleled. From embroidery to modern science she was interested in all that is the best. Her students guided
by her, didn’t embroidered just a sari but the Indian flag. She herself designed the National Flag. Her personality
had all hues of a rainbow - her deep interest in science, metaphysics, art, and culture. A philosopher, author,
nationalist, and revolutionary she churned the curd, left the buttermilk and tasted only the butter. Her life is a
metaphor of all that best in the world, as she comprehended the unlimited in her limited body. In her 150 th birth
anniversary being celebrated this year, we admire, and adore her, and wish to cherish in our bosom her rainbow

personality for the next 1500 years.
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“Let me tell you frankly that I am now convinced that you have a great future in the work for India. What was
wanted was not a man, buta woman - a real lioness - to work for Indians,....... Your education, sincerity, purity,
immense love, determination and, above all, the Celtic blood make you just the woman wanted.”

68



75 M)

LR ER R
], SR S

A :
G TGN (FICT AT T A, SN TG THCH e |
GERDEGGOR

(OISR G (SIS TG 3 |

S GRS S oA AT 2@ et |

S| (OIS AT 7JfRIS00 SN, [ (O (T |

@3 IS Ol (OISR AN TR O (I 7 |

IR (O SIETRPT M, [ (SIIF SRS 13 | R4 I It e %1 (5oe 717917 |

il (ORI ST #AE @ (O 902 S Wi I AR, O SAAE 7, I O Al S_Z I
SRR 7S 902 | G 9 (FIFeIEE (Afers 2N =, Feae w3 |

Gl (O IR NCO! 28T (BB FACS AT, 6 FUHIL OIS (O e Sco! F17 (52 I 1|
IR0 G 91 TYCLT TG, ©f A51<a1T 27 71, 712 SIS0 /S PR A |
(ORI (T2 44 o1 T (ATF (O MBI S el WHre 23 T=[dd =i, SRarced Smmee |

(P12 [ G (I ST #{02 feleers) o7 22 0 el 4fo0e Ieita &l 61 S0 A0S S el SRR R 1w
e F0O AN |

SITBTS (O T A5 (@I S WE O |

el e ol ffrel 4l SR SIETRIGH, (osg fof ot 28Ee b 4 bree s 6 |

19CH

O3 aafﬁm?@ YT, IS 7l ATHCh eI |

3% fof F@Ttem,

T GfI (IR TR (A Wl 4, GIHI (2108 F |

I, (ST i 5, T g Sarcs e 2@ R SE ALT FE AL |

g Sasie, ¢ 5 f shiea of2 oif w1268t Saceria oy (@ Stef Aidiors Sepice SR e o ke
e Aifece e @ |

Y G 2 A S| TR ARG oS o4 5|
ARBTG5 Feoia MferEae (@ (@7 gRe S witel, ol i @b !

69



Ty ST I 253 ARTC 031 Wi (R, Ol 7l TR IR, ARBIo7 SNFIGHI @32 S @2 (ollof I el
GBI SO T |

Q3R TR 172 AT, OIS W53 vilel 01, g fleerona 710 vilel 03t |

G & @ G 2R e, 932 G sToswest b (iafes == 22 41 |

TG ST ST 0 7o FCA, AR 92 AL O STl |

G2 g T TS ZC Wi FCa, A2 (@l SInd SAf ez 36 |

G2 TR ST TR , TR AR 0 1 AT 2o 1 S o, 12 S W 740 THCH N5l 203 Wiel FCAT |
IR I R (I A €2 AT 51 7S PTR SId GTIAS Aol 2GR (7R |

S AR ZTA A2 567 O A (236l I, Siora 7o e a2 e oica ofa wwifet 211 4@ i |
ST 203 Wi 41 O, R O (5T Il A Sl 0, SR Sl i |

GIR (773 T T TS &) MG BTG NG RIS WIS (BRI I |

S (eI A G I FACEI |

coTsTiz 2 fpg eI 7142 e 1 @35 fre frce 2e3 |

(TGTT) 212 e 5, 2 MG PP (2 (ST, (OINE Sey e =14 |

COISIE! 2% 7, “SNfar i 99, 5% 19 25 2ie oI

CoTs=T AIfoIbTR T2 fet (o ST S AT =7, A (O bleTg e s esfer |

S W1 0 TS ST (0 A, FIF I AR 2T 570 |

o7 R T ofa val € Aifqefer Tormla (o, [ M52 (SIsIme A ETs 37166 Hiws G2 |

@3} RN GIRGR G2 =eT T e #AE ] TR0 532 (OIE itTR G2 Mo <41 2Na Soe |
QR T (5T GRS 3 [ S0, AN AL € SR Bl SO S0 2 Wil S50 GRIGFA &) |

7GR (P @ I (ORI P2, S0 TR TS FEACI, SR FI O 28 A0S 9l OI e 2Fe ol AT AN, Sita
[ZE (GO ) IGIETS T 2

AT SoieTld T (9N 0wt 5 T ol el 29314 2 SI2_ Wit it 2
IRl &S IT9) T6 &I TN G Wiel - el 9, (@ e ol st ©1al, Shieet GRR it o1 |

G3R AT Q2T G (OIS A2 2211, Tiel &2 Ol TH(E 921 FCA1 1, TS 1 (O ZWCd Ol == 2108, =11 7ol
T |

TR TR (OIR AR FE WO A IF(d SA© ¢ |

IR A el &S Tfofe TEAIRISNS Oi SnieR afs Az 263, T ol 12 e Tva P, 510 77 5% |

{Kahlil Gibran 35 ‘ The Prophet’ &g SRR S }

70



Comparison Between
Hinduism and Ancient Greek Religion

Reeta Bandyopadhyay
Nashville, Tennessee, USA

I am a senior undergraduate student in Rhodes College, located in Memphis, Tennessee, USA. I am a double
major in Neuroscience and Greek and Roman Studies. My biggest passions are in studying food and behavior. I
am involved in many volunteering opportunities, such as a mentorship program for students on my college
campus and working with local communities in Memphis on food sustainability and environmental issues.

During the summer of 2017, I had the privilege to visit Greece to pursue my summer study abroad program.
During my stay there, I also had the opportunity to learn more about the ancient Greek religion. I am a Hindu by
birth, and I diligently follow Hinduism. This summer study abroad program in Greece gave me a unique
opportunity to compare these two ancient religions. In the following sections, I will try to explain the similarities
between these two religions.

When I think of the religions of Hinduism and ancient Greek religion, one very important concept comes to my
head. Both of these treat religion less like a religion, but more like a way of life. In both, there are rituals and
traditions that people follow. Yet, there are no rules in either religion saying that one must do certain things in
order to reach some kind of incredible afterlife. Instead, people follow basic morals of being a good person and
living life in a good way to reach happiness during life and afterwards. In both of these, people can practice
religion in the way that they want to. There are many similarities and differences between both of these ancient
religions amongst the creation stories, the deities, ritual practices and death.

Both of these religions have varying stories when it comes to the creation of the world. In the simplest terms, the
Hindu creation story consists of a beginning where there is and there isn’t a universe. The universe that we know
as humans are created by the God Brahma, is preserved by the God Vishnu, and finally destroyed by the God
Shiva. In certain versions of this story, the entire existence of the world as humans know it is one day to the Gods.
This concept is similar to the idea of the Big Bang. At the beginning of the divine day occurs the bang when
Brahma creates, the universe welive in is the one that Vishnu is preserving. Then when the end of the earth’s cycle
is here before the next bang is when Shiva destroys. In the ancient Greek creation story, there is chaos in the
universe which ends when the siblings of chaos, the earth Gaia, and the sky, Ouranos, come together to create the
Titans. Two of these Titans are Rhea and Cronus who come together to create the original Olympian Gods. In one
version, you can see that the Gods are above all else in power, whereas in the other it is each and the universe itself
thatis aboveall else in power.

Next are the deities. Both of these religions are polytheistic which means that many different Gods are
worshipped. Between the two religions there are many Gods that are similar to each other. In ancient Greek
religion, Zeus is the king of the Gods. There is no king of the Gods in Hinduism, but as discussed above there are
three gods who are probably considered to be the most powerful: Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the preserver),
and Shiva (the destroyer). Similarly, there are three male Gods in ancient Greek religion who are also seen as most
powerful: Zeus (king of the Gods and God of the sky), Poseidon (God of the sea), and Hades (God of the
underworld). The ancient Greek God Poseidon is similar to the Hindu goddess Ganga. Poseidon is the God of the
sea and Ganga is the goddess of the rivers. Next, the ancient Greek God Hades is the God of the underworld and
death similar to the Hindu goddess Kali, the goddess of death. Hera is the ancient Greek goddess of the household
and fertility. Similarly, Sinivali is the Hindu goddess of fertility and child-birth. Athena is the ancient Greek
goddess if wisdom, war and weaving. Similarly, Saraswati is the Hindu goddess of wisdom, music and the arts.
Apollo is the ancient Greek god of the sun and Surya is the Hindu god of the sun. Artemis is the goddess of the
moon and hunting. Similarly, Banka-Mundi is the goddess of the hunt and fertility. Ares is the ancient Greek God
of war and Murugan is the Hindu God of war. Aphrodite is the ancient Greek goddess of love beauty similar to
the Hindu goddess Parvati. Finally, Hephaestus is the ancient Greek God of fire similar to Agni, the Hindu God of
fire.
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Ritual for both religions have very large focuses on the natural earth, fire, and water. Sacrifices are very common
in both regardless of whether with animals or with plants. Traditions are very important to people under both
religions as well. In both there are ceremonies done in certain ways with priests who are trained to communicate
with whichever divinity everyone is wanting to honor. In both religions there are different ceremonies for each
divinity. For example the celebration for Zeus would be performed differently than for the celebration for
Poseidon just as the celebration for Saraswati would be different than the celebration for Durga. In both of these
religions, these ceremonies are performed publicly. People are all invited to celebrate and honor the Gods
together. They give gifts to the Gods and then at the end everyone gets to eat the food that has been blessed as a
community.

Finally, the concept of death and afterdeath is different in these two religions. In ancient Greek religion,
regardless of how a person lived, they would travel down to the underworld after death. The only thing that
would stand in their way would be if they were not buried. If a person was left unburied, which was considered a
huge insult to a person, then they would be forced to roam the earth after death. There are different parts of the
underworld in ancient Greek religion where people would go depending on how morally they lived. In
Hinduism there is the concept of reincarnation. There are a certain number of lives that a person will live in
different forms on earth. Eventually, once a person reaches a certain amount of morality or moksha in life then
that would lead to aresting afterlife that releases the person from the cycle of reincarnation.

Ancient Greek religion and Hinduism have been both been around since the ancient times. They are both
polytheistic religions that are very similar in many ways. Even through their differences, it is very important to
remember that regardless of the details of the religion that a culture shows, in the end religion should be practiced
in the way that an individual feels is most important for him or herself to live the best life possible in the best way

possible.
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With best compliments from : Satyaranjan Pradhan
Mobile : 9434005567

M/s New Purbasha Lodge
New Purbasha Hotel & Restaurant / Lodge VQ(/‘}

For Show Road, Digha (opposite Rajbari Kali Mandir)
Ph. : 03220-266284

SEA FACING ROOMS

New Purbasha Lodge
(Near Turist Lodge)

Digha, Purba Medinipur

Ph. : 03220-266284

73




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74

